
Engagement event at Charlotte Forten Park with Samantha Searles

Map portion of bi-lingual engagement pamphlet

project	 Forten Memorial
year	 2021
client	 City of Salem
location	 Charlotte Forten Park, Salem MA 
partners	 Mel Isidor, Keshia DeLeon, 
	 Julie Barry - Public Art Planner
type	 Participatory Installation; Engagement Postcards
size	 12ft x 6ft Panels
roots	 289 Derby Placemaking

In 2019, Charlotte Forten Park was built as the result of the 
community-based process led by Studioful, with CBA Landscape 
Architects. In 2021, we collaborated on Creative Collective Imag-
inings to understand how the varied communities of Salem hope 
to memorialize Charlotte Forten in the park named in her honor. 

Charlotte Forten is celebrated as the first Black woman
graduate from Salem State University as well as the first Black
female educator for Salem Public Schools. Charlotte was also a 
writer, poet, and lover of nature!

Public Space Projects



Abutter Name
Abutter Address
Abutter Address
Salem MA 01970

“Let us take courage; never ceasing to work,—hoping and believing that if 
not for us, for another generation there is a better, brighter day in store.”

—Charlotte Forten

The City of Salem is collecting feedback as part of a visioning process to better 
understand how the community would like to commemorate and celebrate the 
legacy of Charlotte Forten in the park that was dedicated in her name at 289 Derby 
St. This modern memorial will be a permanent piece of public art intended to 
provide the community with a sense of belonging and connectedness to the space 
while also sharing information about who Charlotte Forten was and how we can 
continue her living legacy.

All survey respondents who provide their contact information will be entered 
for a chance to win a $100 Market Basket gift card or one of four $25 gift cards 
to women-owned shops in the neighborhood. Please respond by May 31st to be 
entered into the drawing. 

La ciudad de Salem está recogiendo comentarios como parte de un proceso de visión 
para entender mejor cómo la comunidad quisiera conmemorar y celebrar el legado 
de Charlotte Forten en el parque que se dedicó en su nombre en 289 Derby St. Este 
monumento moderno será una obra de arte pública permanente destinada a brindar 
a la comunidad un sentido de pertenencia y conexión con el espacio, al mismo 
tiempo que se comparte información sobre quién era Charlotte Forten y cómo 
podemos continuar con su legado vivo.

Todos los encuestados que proporcionen su información de contacto tendrán 
la oportunidad de ganar una tarjeta de regalo Market Basket de $100 o una de 
las cuatro tarjetas de regalo de $25 para las tiendas propiedad de mujeres en 
el vecindario. Por favor, responda antes del 31 de mayo para participar en la rifa.

*Reply for a chance to win a $100 Gift Card 
*Responda para la oportunidad de ganar una tarjeta de regalo de $100 

1) What components of Charlotte Forten’s 
Legacy resonate the most with you 
personally? (Select all that fit)
¿Qué componentes del legado de Charlotte 
Forten coinciden mas con sus valores 
personales? (Seleccione todo lo que se ajuste)

Equal Rights for Women 
Igualdad de derechos para la mujer

Abolitionism/Equal Rights for People of 
Color 
Abolicionismo/Igualdad de derechos para 
las personas de color

Educator/Education for All 
Educador/Educación para Todos

Poet/Writer 
Poeta/Escritor 

Lover of Water/The Natural World 
Amante del agua/El mundo natural

Forten Park Community Survey

~ Please return in the mail or respond online by May 31    Por favor devuelva por correo o responder en línea antes del 31 de mayo ~       HTTP://BIT.LY/CHARLOTTEFORTEN
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Charlotte Forten Encuesta Comunidad

“Tomemos valor y nunca dejemos de trabajar, 
esperando y creyendo que si no para nosotros, para la 
próxima generación habrá un  futuro resplandeciente.”

Forten Park Community Survey Encuesta Comunitaria

CONTINUE INSIDE CONTINUAR ADENTRO J

DUE MAY 31

Postcard front with artwork by Keshia DeLeon - 
part of bi-lingual engagement pamphlet

Engagement events at Charlotte Forten Park

Studioful Design
Architecture I Community Art I Participatory Design


